Lonnie Huard's involvement in Softball started in 1959, when he was 14 years
old. Two years later he went to play with Diamond Match led by pitcher Bob Elson, one
of Cloquet's four Hall of Fame pitchers. In 1963, Lonnie was picked up by Cloquet City

Champion, Wood Conversion.

In 1964, a new sponsor took over which was Wood City Motors. Wood City was
the City Champions, and went on to the Northern Regional that was hosted by the
Regional Champion, which was hosted by the City of Cloquet. Wood City became the
Regional Champion ousting Perennial Champion, Whitaker Buick. As a result, Lon won a

trip to the World Tournament in Sunnyvale, California, placing 13th.

In 1965, Wood City had an ambitious schedule playing against Stratford Conn.,
Aurora, lll., and Eau Claire, WI. They went on to play in Fargo, N. D., as defending
regional champion. In 1966, Lon played with the Fort Jackson Softball Team. In 1967,

Lon played in St. Paul with an infield, and two outfielders that are in the Hall of Fame.

Lon returned to the Duluth League in 1968, playing for Amber Flow - City
Champions and state tournament participants. In 1986, Lon coached a Junior Olympic

boys team to a second place finish in the state tournament.

In 1972, Lon started umpiring in Coon Rapids and umped the Men's State
Tournament, the Women's State Tournament, the Co-Rec State Tournament,

Minnesota Junior College State Tournament, and the MSHL High School playoffs. Lon



has been active in Hall of Fame nominations over the years with seven of his

nominations being inducted into the Hall of Fame.
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In 1996 we asked the Cloquet Pafk board for permission to erect a sign as a
monumentto the Cloquet softball

players who have been elected to the Minnesota Softball Hall of Fame. The park
board approved the sign, and

Dean Levinski volunteered to make the sign. It was erected at Pinehurst park with
eight names on it.

Since then there have been five more people elected to the hall. With more
activity occuring at Braun Park,

and due to park improvements at .Pinehurst, the city approched Ken Joyce about
moving the sign to Braun. :

THe city crew cut the legs off with a chainsaw. When it was delevered to Braun, it
placed into the parking

lot and was broken beyond repair. We asked Sign Pro for a new design and estimate.

The cost of the new sign is $680.00 and $150.00 for installation. Les Peterson
said his crew could

install the new sign, and eliminate that cost. The Park Commission approved the
motion 5-0. Since then .

the process has been stalled by Brian Fritsinger. He said there was no monies
available to replace the sign.

We are asking the Mayor and council to look into this decision and possibly
reconsider the minimal cost of

%
this project. The softball Hall of Fame honors players, coaches, sponsers, and
volunteers who have achivied

" excellence in the game of softball. Attached are the minutes of the Park

commission meeting and the current
members of the hallof fame from Cloquet
Thank you,

Lonnie Huard

Ken Joyce - .-
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B&H Wrecked
By WC Nine

Bob LaVoie, Bud Burggraff-and|~" * ~— -

Loanie Huard and Joe Mackai
powered Wood City with solo
bome runs. Huard also whacked
& triple. George Aalto contrib-
uted two singles and a triple.

Fourteen-yearolds did the!
pitching for both teams. Wood |
City's Craig Pollard eamed the
victory with a seven-strikeout,
three-hit performance to beat out
Timmy Hoppe.

Don _ Bourdeau hit the first
pitch of the game for & home
run, springing AkB on its way
past Diamond Match. George Pa-
quin added another A%B homer
in the fourth.

Diamond Match outhit the win-
ners 98, but all of the Match
men’s safeties were singles.

Duluth Single A League games
found The Merchants routing Se- |
curityJewelers 82 and Shoppers |
City outlasting White Front 11-6. |

A three-run homer by Tom |
Tostrup of the Merchants was |
the only extra base hit in that |
contest. Winning pitcher Jobn‘
Bonneville scattered five hits.

Ray Peterson’s two-run homer
led Shoppers City. Dobbie Mes-
sina and Dick Bergason had
three hits apiece.

The Panthers stopped Peo-
ples’ Fuel & Paint 128 on John
Remington's bases-loaded triple
in the last inning of a Senior
League game.

In a third Single A game,
Erickson Electric crushed Mod-
ern en 158 behind three
hits Larry Beaupre. Wayne
Bibeau had three hits for the

losers.

CLOQUET LEAQUE
Wood City Motors ....004 022 1— 9 11 1
Benkaski ¢

5 Bob Ellson and
Bruce Rimstod

L1 A
Securtly Jewsiers 00 10 -1 g 2
The Merchants ...... 10010 x— 4 v |
Tom Barthold! ond Tom Bines: John
Bonneville ond Yom TYaatrup.
Ehoppers Clity ........ 100 007 3— 411 ¢
White Front -+ /25 102 x—10 W )
Houls ond H ond
Larry Puhi

A____ d\ar_.
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baseman Dick Gillen and third
| baseman Russ Anderson.

' Oden Huard and Hill have been
the deam's leading hitters

§
E
:

| Burton said he plans to start
' Dick Cart with Zimm ready for
' relief if necessary. He will start |
(his regular lineup except for
| catcher Joe Sinnott, who is un- |
“able 1o pigy because of 2 work |
commitment,
t The lineup includes a:cheri
| Scott Gernander, first baseman
' John Gornick, second baseman
' Tom Lindvall, shortstop Dick |
' Donahue, third baseman Dennis
. Brodin, leftfielder Red Nelson, |
| centerfielder Dick Fabini, and |
leftfieller Bill Anderson, and
| utilitynyan Pink Gellately,

!
3
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Double A Lead
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The AmberFlmv

creased thelrnmblaAﬁthln sharp
lead over second place Rustic.

Bar & Grill Wednesday as the
Maroons downed Amber Golds
30 and Kro Bar upset Rustic 64.
‘ Forthesecondtunelhuweek
_veteran Bobo Johnson led the

— Lonny

ermn victory. Though not &S
as in his two hitter Mon-
day, the ageless pitcher had
enough control to shut out the
Goids.

He struck out six, mlked none,
allowed only five hits, and drove
|in the Maroons' third run after
Huard had given the Ma-

roons a 2-0 lead with a two-run

homer in the second inning.
The big blow in Kro Bar's up-
'set victory was a home run by

Dick Raymond. Kro Bar grabbed

a decisive lead scoring five runs
in the top of the fourth and then
added a run in the seventh

| The Maroons try for their sixth
straight victory in an § pm.
- game against Air Base at Wheel-

er Field Friday.

STANDINGS
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| Cloguet's Wood City Mowors
.suhbaﬂ team. seeking a retum
'trip to the Worid Tournament,
‘is i Fargo, ND. today to face
;anupolu Metro 1n the frst
' game of the regionai double
eimination tourmament.

Wood City won the regional
crown last season n B thrilling
double wvictory over 5t Paul's
Whittaker Buick at Cloguet.
' Wood City had to defeat the un-
beaten St. Prul nine — a peren-
nial World Tournament entry —
twice for the crown, and the
home town crowd went home
 happy as ths Clogquel nime came'
through ‘

Manager Don Bourdeau an-
pounced this roster for the trip
! o Johnson, Larry Anderson
and Chuck Lindquist pitchers:
Bob Gemander catcher; Lonme




Wood City Tips
Feters Meats

EAU CLAIRE~Mike Forrest's
double gave Wood City Motors of
Cloguet n 10 exhibition softball
victory over Peters Mats here
Saturday mght. Forrest's hit
came after Lon Huard had
singled. Wood City piicher Chuck
Lindquist struck out 10 and

walked none in his two-hitter.
Wood City Metors ..000 80 0—1 9 ’



~ | ~_The 1-2 teams in the Cloquet
]
Lounge Ripped it igpme, o co’he
. | tors and Diamond Match, b oth
' i won Thursday. The Diamonds
By Conversion st Byteme &, =
Y Wood City spilled Benkoski &
CLOQUET — Wood Conversion s 35,
j 14 - ' Da . :
e Tk St Be;::akl'x: | Gm”“mm"tsp' morﬂgi“d
] i y
, Holmes here Thursday night n me;:: for Wood City in the
' Cloguet Softball League action. fame.
Chuck Lindquist smacked &
grand siam homer and pitched
s five-hitter to pace Wood Com-
jversion to a J0-4 conquest of
. AKB,  while Diamond Match
! stopped Benkoski & Holmes, 74,
~ ~behind Bob Ellson's three-hit
|pitching.
Linduist bt a shot down the
left field line for his grand slam-
mer in & smix-run Conversion fifth

inming Bob LaVoie added a two-
run double later in the frame.

Bobo Johnson and Fd Morris- wmey‘o:m giq; pdw;.g
- Benkoski olmes,
ette aiso homered for and Con- knocked Di sk ot o
veranon .M Joe MICkﬂl h‘d a .-mhmmu'ﬂh.
 trinie i ' &5 vi ] .
| Lonnie Huard drove in three Wwﬂmtymhunu;:;
.runs with a trinje, double and- ord, Diamond Match is 7-3.
single as Diamond Match beat Jeveled .""M“ 55, while
. Benkooh Holmes now 18 win-
Benkoski & Holmes ' fess in 10 starts,
Ellmnbecuduphum«n: ; Lonnie Auard and Joe Mackai
pitching with 11 strikeouts. He powered Wond City with solo
walked one. : mwmmm
\:‘ur Conversion g:?—:: ;; ample.(_borphlbgmtrib-
A naguiet ond Petiord. Angerson ond uted two singles and a triple.
;|~Mm
| Diomond ) 3 0 e-—713 1
 Benkosk! & Moimes 00000000, 3 O
| Flisen ond Horels Johrson ond



‘Double A Series

A two-out :mgle I.mmclm decids the Double A dum-
Hmrd(hmmlhrryOMh-
mm‘d“mlmm“ Mﬂchrlnﬁﬂﬂﬂxmm%lil
the Amber Flow Maroons nipped g&mu vieses 001 000000 1—2 6 3
Rustic Bar & Grill 2-1 Wednes- |simot; Bobs Jennson ond Jobn Tasiom,
day. night at Wheeler Field. | —— -
r mvicnnyforAmherHow
‘evened the best-of-three 'series
nmmﬁmhhm
;Adﬂ)lﬂflﬂ' phyolfx

Bobo Johnson pitched the route
for the Maroofis, giving up six
hits. Dick Carr and -Ray Zimm
huried for Rustic, with Zimm:
coming in in ‘the seventh ahd
taking the loss. The Maroons also |
had six hits, , |
Tom Lindvall singled in thz
third, went tc second pn a bunt
and scored on John Gormick's
 single to give Rustic a 190 lead.
The Maroons came back to
]taemenmemthemmmng
wheanhmmchedﬁntmm
‘error, was forced at second on
an attempted sacrifice by Dubug |
Johnson, and Dubug Johnson |
| moved around befo: - scoring on |
‘a sacrifice fly by Oden.
In the 10th Bobo Johnson again

| simolad and Ndac “la. 33 3
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Forrest and three teammates—
Bob Pollard, Bob LaVoie and
Lonmie Huard—were injured aft-
er & doubleheader against Eau
Claire's Peters Meats while they
were en route to their molel

Forrest has been unconscious
since that ume, but Wednesday's
report was the most encouraging
so far. Pollard is the only one
of the other three stll hospital-
ized, but he 15 expected to be
released soon. He is 1n a Clogue!

_hospital.

————— sty

Jim Hagen, publicity direcior
for Wood City, said he was at
the hospital shortly after the four
starters had. been admitted. [
talked to Lonmie Huard and Bob-
by Pollard just after they were
treated.” he said.

“Nobody seems to know how it
happened, but apparently all ex-
cept Pollard were thrown from
| the car, He was driving. Huard's
(forehcad i1s cut badly. and his
'left shoulder was banged up —
'he's had shoulder m:ubleJ befors
so that could be serious.”

Forrest, LaVoie and Huard all
are 20, Pollard is 23. Pollard is
Wood City's regular left fielder,

| LaVoie is the “starting right.
fielder and Huard is the team's
first baseman.

! “We're supposed to play in
Racine, Wis.; Aurora, Ill., and
!ngain in Eau Claire yet this sea-
i son,” Lahti said. “But we don't
!know what we're going to do
| about the schedule.”

| Wood City had split the double-
header with the tough Peters
Meats team, losing the second
game 51 after a 10 triumph in

- the opener. In the Wood City

| victory, f&rcst's double drove

"lim tha pame’s onlu rin



