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“Milestones in my Fast Pitch Softball Career”
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By Merle “Butch” Nordby

At St. James High School | started as a sophomore in baseball. After school | would get calls from the
towns who had baseball. | decided to try fast pitch softball for Odin which | only lived a half mile from.

| fell in love with the game...

| was eighteen years old when | played my first game. | fell in the love with the game. | became a
catcher and we went to the state my first year in 1952, at Virginia, MN.

Army days

In 1953 | went in the army and ended up stationed in San Fransisco. There, we had a great team, and |
caught a hard throwing Hispanic pitcher, and we won the league.

The 50s and 60s Odin

| returned to play for Odin in 1956 and in 1957 was asked to become manager. | was also elected
president of the league of sixteen teams. In 1958 we were undefeated in league play (25 straight), but
tost in the playoffs to go to the state. We had another great year in 1960, and we won the league and
the playoffs. We played the state in Bloomington and took 5" place in class AA.

I had never pitched before...

In 1961 our starting pitcher developed a bad shoulder and had to quit softball. We had no other pitcher
so | gave it a whirl. | had never pitched and was thirty-one years old! A lot of the other players also quit
that year so | had to pick up some young teenagers to fill in. | was also asked to play for several good
teams but elected to keep softball going in Odin. I’'m not sure but | think Odin had the longest tenure in
fast pitch, starting in 1948, and | don’t know the year they finished. | pitched for Odin for a few years,
while | was doing that, | was teaching some younger guys to throw and we developed quite a few great
pitchers, including Bill Vogt, Bruce Heine, Louie Heller, Stan Meyer, and several others. | started working
in St. James in 1969, so | turned the team over to Lloyd Carlson who did a great job!

The 70’s and 80’s St. James Victories

In 1970, | was asked to play for the St. James VFW and to manage them. We went to the state in ‘70 and
‘71 and we took 3 in’71. | played until | was fifty years old. | was president of the league for 15 years
and we won 10 state titles by 6 different teams in those 15 years.

My Personal Numbers as near as | can remember

Batting ave. 330 (over 400 one year)
Home runs — 125

Played in any position

Played one year without an error
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Good Memories..

| want to go back to my days with Odin, which was 15 seasons. Odin is a town of 150 and there were
games we had over 1,000 fans! These were great memories!

In 1988, | was asked to manage the Minnesota team in the 40 and over nationals. We played in Lincoln,
Nebraska. We didn’t do well in 88 but in 89 we took fourth and our pitcher, Dale Root was elected MVP
of the tourney.

When we played tournaments in those days, we would take our whole families and have picnics
together.

This pretty much wraps up my career in Fast Pitch Softball. I’'m sad there are not many teams left.
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