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Dan Koster

2024 Nominee for the Minnesota Softball Hall of Fame

Fastpitch softball has been a part of Dan Koster’s life since his earliest memories. His Dad, Byrl,
played for the Lake Benton Green team and was a power hitter who took his sons to almost
every game to watch him play. Dan became their batboy and scorekeeper for many years. Dan
learned the game by watching his Father play. At an early age Dan Koster started playing
fastpitch on the summer league team made up of 5% and 6" graders. By the age of 16 (1979),
Dan played on the Lake Benton Green men’s team playing the position nobody else wanted to
play, third base (the hot corner). He played for the Lake Benton Green Team through 1985. The
team enjoyed success winning multiple tournaments in the area and placing 3" in the District
qualifying for the State tournament.

In 1986 Koster moved to Sioux Falls, South Dakota and played catcher for an elite team called
Night City. This would only last one year as a job change took Koster to Redwood Falls, MN.
After playing one season for a startup team in Marshall, MN, Koster joined the Club 101
Fastpitch team playing shortstop and catcher. Club 101 transitioned to Redwood Farm Chemical
and then to Curry Sanitation. Koster was not a power hitter like his Father but was someone
who hit for average. Koster led his team in batting average for many seasons and the team
enjoyed success at the State tournament level.

In 1998 Koster along with another teammate, Paul Hagert were drafted by the Holland, MN
fastpitch team to play in the NAFA World Series tournament in Hutchinson, Kansas. Koster
played shortstop for the team.

The majority of Koster’s 25 plus years of fastpitch was playing for the local Curry Sanitation
Team from 1988 — 2005. He joined the Curry Sanitation over 40 Fastpitch Team in 2002. His
over 40 team was State Finalists in 2003. In 2002 and 2004 the Curry Sanitation over 40 Team
captured the STATE FASTPITCH CHAMPIONSHIP CROWN. His team qualified and played in the
National over 40 Fastpitch Tournament in Denver, Colorado in 2002.

Dan Koster truly loved the game of fastpitch and enjoyed the success of the teams of which he
was a part. His fondest memory of fastpitch, other than watching his Father hit a homerun, was
Dan and his wife, Joan, taking their own kids to the fastpitch games every weekend. The
greatest thing Dan gained from the game of fastpitch is the friendships and lasting relationships
he’s made with teammates and opponents. You can never have too many friends!

Thank you for your consideration for the Minnesota Softball Hall of Fame.



